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CLASS
Go fast, land slow—and carry a big load

B Y  T H O M A S  A .  H O R N E

P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  M I K E  F I Z E R

 STANDOUT
In 2001, officials at Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. faced a decision. The company’s single-engine 
turboprop, the PC–12, had proven surprisingly popular. When deliveries began in 1995, the feeling 
was that the production run might top out at 200 airplanes. Instead, some 300 had been deliv-
ered in just six years and there was no sign of a letup in demand. The strategizing began. Would 
Pilatus continue as a niche manufacturer of specialty turboprop singles, or widen its product line? 
The feedback from PC–12 owners was predictable: They wanted to go faster than the airplane’s 
285-knot maximum cruise speed. By at least 100 knots. That could only mean a jet.





SPEC SHEET
Pilatus PC–24

BASE PRICE: $10.1 MILLION
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